Toronto HIV/AIDS Network (THN) Update #18.31 — October 30, 2018

THN Updates are sent to member organisations, working group members, and other
community partners who have indicated they wish to receive them — please email
thn@torontohivaidsnetwork.org to be removed.

>> See attachments for additional item details; please post or forward as appropriate. If you
are unable to open any individual types of attachments, please let us at THN know <<

Toronto Fast Track Cities Initiative

e Toronto Fast Track Cities Initiative presentation and Town Hall will be held on Thursday,
November 1, 2018 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Location: The 519 Ballroom. It’s up to us! Come

out and discuss how we can end the HIV epidemic in Toronto, together. [please see the attachment for
more information]

World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day is Saturday, December 1°'. To have your organisation’s event added to the list,
kindly forward the information to thn@torontohivaidsnetwork.org. This year’s events and notices
include:

e Join ACT on World AIDS Day eve to acknowledge the people and organizations dedicated to
preventing HIV, caring for and empowering people living with HIV, and the movement to end new
HIV infections in Toronto at the Together Towards Zero Luncheon on Friday November
30™ 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Location: St. Regis Hotel, 325 Bay Street. Tickets: $125.00 Click
here for tickets.

Community News and Information

e AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) is calling for submissions. They are accepting design
ideas for their prestigious Together Towards Zero Award. The winner will be awarded a cash
honorarium of $1,000 ($300 for the runner-up) and their design will be brought to life and
bestowed upon the honourees at this year's Luncheon! The competition is open to all artists
living in Ontario who identify as living with HIV. Deadline for submissions: November 1st.
Please click here for more information.

e CATIE has release new World AIDS Day infographics Please click here to view and download
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Maple Leaf Medical Clinic has updated their hours to their new HIV PrEP clinic. Maple Leaf
PreP Clinic is a nurse-led, specialist-supported clinic providing targeted PrEP therapy and
management for anyone at risk of HIV. [please see the attached flyer for more information]

Ontario AIDS Network (OAN) Honour Roll nominations are open for individuals who have
demonstrated outstanding leadership and achievement within the HIV/AIDS movement in Ontario.
Three categories of awards which are accepting nominees: The Person with HIV/AIDS
Leadership Award; The Caring Hands Award; & The Community Partners Award.
Nominations close Monday, January 14, 2019 at 4:00pm. The award ceremony will take place
March 2, 2019 at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre in Toronto. For more information, please visit
their website.

Flu season is here again. The flu vaccine reduces your chance of getting the flu and is available
free of charge. It is recommended that everyone get a flu shot. However, certain people are at
greater risk of developing complications from the flu and strongly encourage those people to go to
their doctor’s office for the flu shot. People at higher risk of developing complications from the flu
include children age 6 months to 5 years, adults age 65 and older, pregnant women, and those

with a chronic disease.
Toronto Public Health flu information

2-Spirited People of The First Nations has introduced an extra service within their agency

assisting members of the First Nations Community who are seeking employment opportunities.
[please see the poster for more information)

On behalf of the Waterloo Region Crime Prevention Council and the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal
Network, are pleased to share a new film and a public service announcement to create greater
awareness of Canada’s Good Samaritan Drug Overdose Act. The act aims to increase the
likelihood of a person seeking medical assistance during an overdose emergency by providing
limited immunity from prosecution for both overdose witnesses and victims across Canada. The
film and PSA build on previous efforts to improve public awareness about the legal protections
offered by the Act, including a fact sheet and wallet-sized information card, both available in
English and French. The free resources can be found at www.overdoseprevention.ca and at
http://www.aidslaw.ca/site/good-samaritan-drug-overdose-act-wallet-cards-now-
available/?lang=en

Community Events, Programs and Seminars

Toronto Public Health is presenting HIV 101 on Thursday, November 1, 2017 and Friday,
November 2, 2017 9:30 am - 4:30 pm (both days) at Metro Hall, Room 308, 55 John St. (King &

John) [Please see the attached flyer for more information.]

The HIV Endgame 3: Breakthrough Initiatives conference is happening December 6-7, 2018 at
the InterContinental Toronto Centre (225 Front St. West), where attendees will learn more about
evidence-based interventions and approaches to HIV care that build on Ontario’s strengths.


https://red.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1fa44c4242c6a0cbe251f9f01&id=77ef79c10b&e=feb7144bce
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/flu-influenza/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuqcXSLIRNw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBA6eDqexVM
http://www.overdoseprevention.ca/
http://www.aidslaw.ca/site/good-samaritan-drug-overdose-act-wallet-cards-now-available/?lang=en
http://www.aidslaw.ca/site/good-samaritan-drug-overdose-act-wallet-cards-now-available/?lang=en

Registration extended to Thursday, November 1%, Please click here to register and for more
information

e Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network is hosting Intimate Conviction Examining the Church And
Anti-Sodomy Laws it will be held on Monday, November 5, 2018 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: St. Matthias Church, Bellwoods. 45 Bellwoods Avenue, Toronto. Please click here to RSVP by
November 1st [Please see the attached flyer for more information.]

PHA and Peer Programming

e Action positive a publié sa programmation pour novembre 2018. [Voir le dépliant ci-joint pour plus
d'informations.]

e HIV+ Women - Health Promotion/Nursing Clinic — Stigma & Discrimination. The Hassle Free
Clinic, in collaboration with the Toronto People With AIDS Foundation & Casey House, is
offering this clinic on Wednesday, November 7" - 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Location: Toronto People

With AIDS Foundation, 200 Gerrard Street East, 2" floor [Please see the attached flyer for more
information.]

e Fife House is hosting a weekly Mindfulness drop-in group starting on Wednesday'’s till
November 14" from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Experience how mindfulness can help train your
attention and help connect you to the present moment [Please see the attached flyer for more information.]

e 2-Spirited People of the First Nations (2-Spirits) is offering a Physical Health Program on

Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Starting November 7™.
[Please see the attached flyer for more information.]

e The AIDS Committee of Toronto (ACT) is offering an Expressive Arts & Self Care Group. This
group is open to people living with HIV and is facilitated by two Expressive Arts Therapists from
Hospice Toronto. Meet the Expressive Art Therapists on Monday, November 12" Group

Meetings Mondays from November 19" to December 10" 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. [Please see the
attached flyer for more information.]

e Ontario Positive Asian (OPA+) and Intercultural Exchange Series (IES) present Caring for
the Mind Body and Soul. The event will be held on Wednesday, November 21, 2018 from 5:30
pm to 7:30 pm Location: Casey House. Dinner and tokens will be provided. Spaces are limited.
[Please see the attached poster for more information.]

Surveys, Studies and Focus Group

« Committee for Accessible AIDS Treatment, Alliance for South Asian AIDS Prevention, and
Asian Community AIDS Services (CAAT-ASSAP-ACAS) collaboration for International Student
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HIV (ISHIV) study is seeking volunteers for a study on what challenges may be encountered by
HIV+ international students when accessing treatment and health services. Eligibility criteria:
16+ years or older; HIV+ person who holds (or has held) a student visa to Canada in the last 5
years; and who is able to communicate and provide consent in English. Compensation: $50.00,
plus TTC tokens. [Please see the attached poster for more information.]

e HIV Stigma Index is seeking participants to collect information about their experiences living with
HIV related to stigma, discrimination, and human rights. Eligibility criteria: living with HIV.

Compensation: $50.00. Interview will last between 1 to 2 hours. [Please see the attached poster for
more information.]

e Consultation on Strengthening Canada’s approach to Substance abuse issues. The purpose
of this consultation is to ask Canadians for new and innovative ideas on how to further strengthen
the federal government’s health-focussed approach to substance use issues through the
Canadian Drugs and Substances Strategy (CDSS) Please click here for more information and to

participate

e HIV Prevention Lab is seeking individuals for Project THRIVE+. It is a 10 session individual
cognitive behavioural therapy treatment to reduce trauma-related distress and increase
antiretroviral treatment adherence and engagement in HIV care in gay, bisexual, and other men
who have sex with men living with HIV. In this study, participants will be randomly assigned to
receive 10 individual counselling sessions or 2 individual counselling sessions. Randomization will
be stratified by the presence or absence of current post-traumatic stress disorder diagnosis.
Participants will complete baseline assessments involving self-report questionnaires and clinician-
administered interviews, as well as assessments 3, 6, and 9 months later. Medication adherence
will be tracked through the use of Wisepill dispensers. Treatment adherence will also be assessed
through self-report measures and by obtaining viral load and CD4 cell counts from participants’
healthcare providers. Compensation: Individuals who get randomized to the Treatment group will
get paid up to $375 and individuals randomized to the control group will get paid up to $230.
There is no waitlist. This study is led by Dr. Conall O’Cleirigh (the Fenway Institute,
Massachusetts General Hospital, and Harvard Medical School) and Dr. Trevor Hart (HIV

Prevention Lab Director, Ryerson University and the University of Toronto). [Please see the attached
poster for more information.]

Employment, Volunteer, and Board Opportunities

e ACCHO (African and Caribbean Council on HIV/AIDS in Ontario) is seeking a Director

(fulltime). Application Deadline: Monday, November 9, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. [please see the attached job
posting for more information)

e Rainbow Health is seeking a Trans Health Information Specialist (fulltime). Application Deadline:
Opent till filled [please click here for more information}
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e Hassle Free Clinic (HFC) is seeking volunteers for their Men’s and Trans Clinic and the Women’s

and Trans Clinic (1 shift per week, ongoing) Application Deadline: Open till filled [please see the
attached job posting for more information or apply online here ]

e Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) is seeking four (4) Peer Research Assistants
(part-time). Application Deadline: Open till filled [please see the attached job posting for more information]

Member Agency Fundraisers

e Realize's second annual fundraising Living Out Loud on Wednesday, November 14, 2018
concert.3 Choirs/Great Music/Positive Change for People Living with HIV. Advance tickets are
available online

e ACT on the eve of World AIDS Day will acknowledge the people and organizations dedicated to
preventing HIV, caring for and empowering people living with the virus, and the movement to end
HIV in Toronto at the Together Towards Zero Luncheon. This year’s luncheon will be held on
Friday, November 30, 2018 from 11:45 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. St. Regis Hotel Toronto, 325 Bay
Street. Please click here for more information

Newsletter of Note

e The 519 has issued their upcoming events newsletter. Please click here to view it.

e CATIE has issued their October Newsletter please click here to view
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